Trainertext Visual Phonics
Workbook 5
horse, lion, queen, rabbit, oon, chimpanzee, ark

What is TVP?
Trainertext characters are fun, memorable images which represent
the sounds (phonemes) of the English language. The characters act as
a phonemic guide presented above the letters, so that you can sound
out any word, no matter how irregular.

How does it work?

off

With TVP there is no need for frustrating, inconsistent phonics
rules. When a child is stuck working out a word, the trainertext
characters are there to help sound it out correctly. It soon
becomes easy to get every word right when reading!

Why does the brain love it?
Each character is so distinctive, that children find it easy to associate
the sound to the image and start decoding. By repeatedly decoding
words accurately, the child’s brain maps the relationships between
letters and sounds. Soon, the child is able to decode just from the
letters, and the characters are no longer needed.

How to get started
Guide your child through this workbook to get started using
TVP and begin the reading journey! You can find our other
resources at helpingchildrentoread.com

Meet the Characters
Horse on a Course
I am the Horse on a Course. When I get
tired of racing, I ask my jockey for a ride
across the finish line! I help in words
like: HAT and WHO

hat
Lion with a Tie On
I am the Lion with a Tie On. My
blue suit and clown shoes make
the other lions a bit jealous. I help
in words like: LOW and ALL

low

all

who

Queen Looking Green
I am the Queen Looking Green. I ate
too much cake and now I am feeling
sick! I help in words like: QUIT and
QUACK

quit

quack
Rabbit with a Bad Habit
I am the Rabbit with a Bad Habit. I
sit around and pick my nose when
I think no one is looking! I help in
words like: ROW and WRITE

row write

Oon on the Moon
I am the Oon on the Moon. I live in a
crater, and when the sun goes down I
pop up my head to say “ooh!” (That is
alien for “hi!”). I help in words like: TO
and GROUP

to
Chimpanzee Learning to Ski
I am the Chimpanzee Learning to Ski.
My favorite trick is a loop-de-loop off
the ski jump - except I always lose
my blue hat! I help in words like
CHAT and PITCH.

chat

pitch

group

Ark in the Park
I am the Ark in the Park. The animals
aboard my ship like to romp on the
playground -- have you ever seen
elephants on a seesaw? I help in words
like ART and HEART.

art

heart

Trainertext Games
TEACHER NOTES: Now that your learner has been introduced to the Trainertext
characters, they can start using them to decode. Read out the following instructions to
your learner and help when needed.

Sound Match
Draw a line to show which characters could fill the
blank to make a word. HINT: There is more than one!

s _ l
ANSWER: Eagle and ape for seal and sail.

Word Match
Draw a line to match the word to the correct
Trainertext coding.

chin
hat
sock
quack

Draw the Word
Sound out the following characters, and draw a
picture of the word they make in the box.

ANSWER: lamb, car, spoon.

Grab your crayons!

Word List
TEACHER NOTES: Here are some words you can make from phonemes learned
so far. You can practice encoding these using the TVP card set, writing the
letters on a piece of paper and placing the characters above them:

hole

quick

blue

happy

high

friend

More words for reading practice: do, he, to, too, two, arm, air, hat, jug,
hug, hen, lie, leg, lid, log, rip, rat, ran, rug, red, bell, hill, hope, hear, hand
doll, rest, ride, lick, help, milk, park, pair, hair, here, near, bear, pear,
dare, care, road, rake, boot, sock, root, bowl, goal, grow, blow, blue, clue,
grew, flew, grew, rule, rude, June, moon, lamb, blow, grin, rain, play, high,
head, soon, food, pool, plant, glass, class, field, each, rich, much, such,
green, chair, bright, bread, black, right, rock, whale, today, rabbit, carrot,
family, Friday, afraid, garden.

TVP Card Set Games
Trainertext visual phonics is a perfect (fun!) way to develop strong phonemic
awareness, auditory processing skills, and decoding ability. You can print out a card
set for free here - https://www.helpingchildrentoread.com/resources/trainertextprintables/ or order it on Amazon: https://www.helpingchildrentoread.com/
resources/for-purchase/ . Here are some fun games for your 4-7 year old students
using the card set.
•

Character Grab
◦

Pick a random handful of character cards, and see how many different
words you can come up with. Can be played in teams or one-on-one

•

Sound Match
◦

The teacher/parent writes a simple word down, and places the
characters above the letters, with one sound missing. See if your
student can pick the correct missing sound. So if you had HAT, you
might put the Horse over the H and the Toad over the T, and the child
has to find the Ant for the A.

•

Flip the Deck
◦

Place the card set face down on the table. Set a stopwatch timer going.
Flip over a card at a time, and have the student tell you the *sound*
(not name) as fast as possible. Continue through the deck until every
card has been flipped. Stop the timer. See if you can beat your time,
next time you play! Can also be played in teams.

•

Room Race
◦

Pick a Trainertext character and ask your learners to race around the
room collecting as many objects as they can that have the same starting
sound. So if you hold up the Kangaroos, they might collect cups, cards,
etc. Great to play in teams. If physically collecting objects feels like
chaos, you can also have them call them out to list on the board (see
which team can think of the most objects in the room)

◦

